How important are these levels of aqueous contamination and are they clinically relevant? In the series described by Egger et a16 7 and Manners et al, the numbers of bacteria detected were very small. In only one of the 10 positive cases in the current series reported by Manners et al was more than a single colony of bacteria grown on a culture plate, and in their previous study, only two of the nine positive culture plates had two or more bacterial colonies. The clinical significance of these low levels of contamination with regard to the risk of subsequent endophthalmitis is very difficult to determine, but it is evident that the majority of eyes successfully eradicate the low levels of intraoperative contamination through the bactericidal properties of aqueous humour which we do not yet fully understand.
Prophylactic antibiotics in irrigating fluids have been shown to reduce the incidence of positive aqueous cultures during phacoemulsification surgery.'0 Although the contamination rate of 5% in the control groups of this latter study is 
